Appleby Archaeology 


Notes of the second Dig Appleby Project Meeting held at White House, Appleby on Thursday June 
23 rd 2016 

Present 

Phyl Rouston Chairman 
Carol Dougherty 
Martin Railton Research 
Martin Joyce Newsletter Editor 
Richard Stevens 
Mike Godfrey 

Apologies 

Heather Edwards Membership Secretary 


1/6/16 Launch Meeting 

Phyl said that the group would provide coffee & biscuits at the meeting and that there would be no 
charge to those attending. 

Martin R explained that the content of the launch presentation would be a combination of the 
original member's launch, details of the progress made since last year at the playing field and 
Castrigg and also planned future events for the project. This would be by means of a Powerpoint 
presentation. 

Richard agreed to send round an email to members reminding them about the launch meeting. 

(Richard) 

2/6/16 Communications 

Richard explained that he had to change the content of the press release at the last moment, having 
discovered that there was a preferred format for the HLF. The revised release had been sent to the 
Cumberland News, Westmorland Gazette & C&W Herald in the week prior to the date decided on 
for the announcement, 20 th June. The release had been sent to Radio Cumbria the following week. 

Phyl said that letters had been sent to all those who had provided support for our application, prior 
to the press release being distributed. 

3/6/216 Administration 

Mike had agreed to take overall financial control of the project. 

4/6/2016 Equipment purchase . 

A list of equipment required for the project was tabled by Martin R. This comprised: 

Laptop computer with necessary software including at least Powerpoint. Up to £350. (Martin J) 
Digital Camera - bridge type with built in optical zoom lens. Up to £150 (Martin R) 


Excavation tools eg. Trowels, buckets, shovels, sundries. Up to £150. (Martin R) 


Regarding purchasing materials for the project, Mike had investigated applying for a business debit 
card for the group, which was in fact possible & after a short discussion it was agreed to apply for a 
single card. This would be retained by Martin R, who would be doing most of the purchasing. 
Necessary signatures were appended to the application form. (Mike) 

Although not a purchasing matter, Richard brought up the subject of the free materials from HLF. It 
was felt that the list that he originally circulated would be acceptable & he agreed to order these. He 
also said he would try to organise some T shirts from HLF. (Richard) 

5/6/2016 Publicity 

Since the last meeting, Martin J and Richard had produced a poster for the launch & after some 
input from other members of the committee, a final version had been circulated. 

There had been much email discussion around a suitable logo for the project and it was jointly 
decided that the one offered by Martin R was the most suitable. A small change was requested, to 
include the App Arch Celtic knot emblem. Martin J agreed to add the logo to the blog. Richard 
agreed to make up a signing up sheet suitable for the launch meeting and possibly for other events. 
He also said that he would include the logo on the project letterhead. He also said that he would 
look at producing some flyers , which could be used at the launch . (Post meeting, Richard produced 
3 different versions of an A6 flyer and suggested that these could be left at various locations in the 
town for people to pick up.) 

Publicity in general should be aimed at eg. schools, TICs, U3A, any locations with tourist leaflet racks, 
cafes, shops etc. Appleby TIC has included our poster on their Facebook page. 

6/6/2016 Events schedule, field work access and non-field work learning and training. 

Martin R said that he plans for events on both weekends of the Festival of Archaeology were 
proceeding ie. Julyl4-17 & July 29-31. These would be test pits with a maximum of 2-3 people per 
pit and probably a maximum of 4 pits. He has had a positive response from Lord Hothfield regarding 
the land behind the almshouses subject to agreement of trustees. The land behind the Conservative 
Club is unfortunately not a possibility. Further work, probably a larger excavation, will take place in 
September, depending upon the results of future geophysical surveys. 

Carol said that the suggested dates of Wednesday 17th?and/ or Thursday 18th from 2-5pm for the 
palaeography workshops could be confirmed. The Appleby Hub was suggested as a venue & a 
discussion took place regarding the new facilities, which Phyl & Martin J had visited. Phyl also 
offered to make the White House dining room available. Carol also said that if there was sufficient 
demand, she would be willing to repeat the workshops. A sign up sheet would be needed at the 
launch meeting. (Post meeting: Martin R & Richard thought that a non-specific signing up sheet 
would be the best option for the launch, in order to net everyone who wanted to take part in 
anything. These people could then be contacted with details of all events.) 

Carol will investigate the visit to Kendal records office to look at Appleby Archives since she is there 
most weeks. (Post meeting: Carol has received a positive response from the Archive Centre in 
Kendal and it seems that a visit for up to 12 people could be arranged, with viewing of some 
Appleby records, for a cost of £30.) 



7/6/2016 Outreach Presentation of results and Public displays 

Martin J advised that the blog was now up & running. Martin R, Richard & himself had update access 
at present. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm 

Unless otherwise advised, the time & date of the next Dig Appleby Project meeting will follow the 
regular committee meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 1 st September 2016 at the White House 
Appleby. 



